PURPOSE

This beautiful walled garden provides an outdoor opportunity to celebrate the many events in our lives and those that we love. The garden’s openness and landscaping invites us to enjoy a variety of activities beneath the ash tree, while the bench seating encourages reflective thought. The ever-changing view through the sky window will capture our imagination and inspiration about the beauty of God’s world. 

The Celebration of Life Garden of Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church provides a special place at the church for the interment of cremains of eligible deceased. 

IS CREMATION APPROPRIATE AND

ALLOWABLE?

The concept of interment or burial in consecrated ground is both theologically and practically sound. If the church is the center of life—baptism, confirmation, marriage, and worship—then death and burial should be centered here as well. Planning a hallowed place of interment adjacent to the church revives the ancient Christian tradition of having the mortal remains of members of the Christian community located as near as possible to the place of community worship. Cremation is also economical (far less expensive than burial) and an example of sensible land stewardship.

FEES AND CHARGES

The charge for reservation of a niche is $2,000. The charge for a plaque honoring the scattering of cremains will be $500. These charges shall be set by the memorial committee and may be changed from time to time.

Four payment options are available with the Certificate of Reservation and selection of niche location done when final payment received.

· Total payment 

· Quarterly installment plan of 25% due on the 15 th of every third month.
· Five year plan- 20% per year

· 20% payment with application acceptance and 80% due at time of use. 

Checks should be made out to OSUMC and identify Celebration of Life Garden on the memo line. They can be delivered in the weekly offering. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE GARDEN FUND

Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church does not engage in the sale of anything, nor is it in competition with any service or profession. All monies contributed shall be considered a donation to the Celebration of Life Garden Fund and used for no other purpose.

Contact the church office or website for Reservation Application form.
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Guidelines and Regulations
WHAT IS THE CELEBRATION OF LIFE GARDEN?

The Celebration of Life Garden is provided for the placement of cremains, which are placed either in a niche within the Garden Wall or buried either way is marked with a wall plaque.  Cremains can also be scattered in the garden (with a wall plaque). All are places where the cremains of the departed may rest in peace and dignity within the shadow of the church.

ELIGIBILITY

The Celebration of Life Garden niches shall be reserved for and used by the following: members or former members of Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church and their spouses, children, stepchildren, parents, and stepparents. Also eligible are friends and constituents as recorded in the Church Directory records. 
RESERVATION OF NICHES

Completing the Reservation Application begins the process. Upon application acceptance and payment of the fee in effect at time of the reservation, the subscriber will receive a Certificate of Reservation. At this time a particular niche will be reserved. The subscriber cannot transfer reservations to another party. In the event a subscriber or his/her estate wishes to cancel a reservation before the niche is used, a written request must be submitted to the memorial committee. In accepting the cancellation, the reservation fee shall be returned to the subscriber or to his/her estate without interest.
OPERATION OF CELEBRATION OF LIFE GARDEN  

The Celebration of Life Garden area shall be open to all visitors at all times when the church is open to the public and on special occasions.

Except for the items designated in the Celebration Garden landscaping plan and/or approved by the memorial committee, no flowers, real or artificial, shall be allowed except for the day of internment. 
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USE OF NICHES

Each niche may be used to inter the cremains of one eligible person designated by the subscriber, 

A weatherproof vault urn is provided for the cremains and can be obtained from the Church office. Please call the office prior to pickup to ensure availability. 

SCATTERING 

With the purchase of a plaque the cremains can be scattered in the Celebration of Life Garden.

RITES AND SERVICES

All rites and services relating to interment and scattering in the Celebration of Life Garden shall be subject to the discretion of and conducted by the Pastors of Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church or their designates.

PLAQUES AND INSCRIPTIONS

Each cremains shall be marked with the provided plaque. Inscriptions on the plaques shall be uniform in style, size and structure as specified by the memorial committee. Inscriptions may include only the name of the decedent, the decedent’s date of birth and death.

AUTHORITY AND OWNERSHIP

Celebration of Life Garden niches are the property of Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church and it will strive to protect the urns, cremains and their receptacles. 

Issuance of a certificate of reservation entitles the subscriber to the use of a niche in perpetuity but not the right of ownership. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE GARDEN REMOVAL

Once a person’s cremains have been interred, the remains may be removed with the approval of the committee based on a written request.  Any party making such request must agree to pay a special fee to cover the cost of said removal. Removal shall take place in a manner and at a time determined by the memorial committee and only after full payment.

Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church reserves the right to relocate part or all of the Celebration of Life Garden, urns, and memorial plaques if it is ever deemed necessary.

